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& Love’s the Burning Boy 
Kia Groom 
 
Vassar Miller Poetry Award Honorable Mention 
 
 
 
 
 
First he was a child 
  hood thing,   two  eyes 
in the wallpaper, staring. 
Spoke when I couldn’t sleep, 
 
spoke in the cadent click of ceiling 
fan,     filtered through 
white-noise. 
 
He grew in the head 
  womb of my wounded 
mind,      a long gestation until 
 
limbs! A torso! Fingers I made 
believe my own    flesh, 
 
this constant stroking 
something like psychosis. 
 
He had now, everywhere 
eyes on the  inside 
    watching 
 
wearing me so gently I mistook 
     this shipwrecked 
 
light, this burning ghost 
who lit me up 
 
for love. 
 
